Helping Wildlife : The Right Way !!
1. You find a baby animal or bird.  Should you take it home to take care of it?

No. Most of the time the parent is nearby, perhaps watching you. 

If it is a baby bird and you can see and reach the nest it fell out of you can put it back. If you can’t see the nest put the bird under a nearby bush. 

If it is an animal, just leave it alone. Baby animals start exploring their neighborhood  when very young. 

Baby birds and animals which are taken home seldom survive. They have a better chance of surviving near their homes where their parents are going to help them.

Most people do not realize that it is against the law to take wild animals home, even babies or hurt animals. 

Wild animals are not playthings !

2.You find an injured or sick animal that is not a baby. Should you 


do something to help it?


No.  It is best to leave wildlife alone , even it injured or sick.



Tell an adult about the animal. They will contact the



police who will know who to contact to help the animal.


If the animal is alive but on a road an adult might consider 



moving it off the road if it can be done safely. Injured 



animals are unpredictable and may bite or claw, thinking 



you mean it harm. 


Injured or sick animals may claw or bite because touching them 



hurts them. Animal scratches or bites can be harmful to



people and give them infections or diseases.

3.Yes or no? As a general rule leave all wildlife alone.

Yes.  Not only is it illegal to interfere with wildlife, but wild 



creatures do not make good pets. Captivity puts great



stress on them. Young wild animals raised as pets fail



to develop the  skills which help them to survive in 



the wild, their real home. 



In addition, wild animals raised as pets lose their fear of



humans. In the future, when they meet other humans, 



the other humans may not be as kind to them as you were.



Don’t touch wild animals  !

4.How about collecting harmless animals such as turtles, frogs,


toads, salamanders, crayfish or even fish?

Captured wildlife seldom survive if brought home. Most people do not know how to care for wildlife and seldom can find the right kind of food for them. If you collect wildlife you will probably be killing it.

If you find a frog or turtle, observe it, then release it back

into its natural habitat as close to where you found it as 

possible. 


5.How about feeding animals? 



Unless it’s a bird feeder in your back yard, you should




not feed wildlife.


   Why not?




Wild animals need to find food in their environments

by themselves. Most animals explore their habitat areas and discover where the food sources are located. That way they learn how to survive. 

Wild animals who are fed by people lose their fear of 

people and  become pests . These animals may come too

close to humans for their own safety or for people’s safety.

Bears become lazy when they can get human food from

trash cans or when they are fed. Bears also come too close to humans when they lose their fear of people. Then they can frighten people or people can frighten them. Then the bears or the people or people’s  pets may be injured.


6.Does it help wildlife to dispose of trash properly?



Yes.  Many trash items are harmful to wildlife. Can you 




say why each of these might be harmful?




1.String or fishing line. (animals, especially birds become









tangled up)




2.Six-pack plastic rings. (animals and birds get stuck)




3.Plastic bags and Styrofoam. (food stuck on them 





encourages animals to eat it and it clogs up





their guts, killing them).




4.Glass products. (cuts, infections)


7.How about pet cats and dogs and wildlife?



Dogs should be supervised when they are outdoors. They are best



kept on a leash so they will not chase wildlife.



Cats should be kept indoors. They are natural predators  and



will kill every wild bird they can catch. Hundreds of thousands



of birds are killed by pet cats every year. Cats do not need to



go outdoors to stay healthy or happy. 


8. What is the best way to help wildlife?



Learn all you can about them. They are fun to watch and 




interesting to learn about!



Teach other people the right way to help wildlife. 



Set an example to others . Show them how to respect wildlife.  


Leave them alone!
